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January 2018  

Dates to Note: 

 

 Dec 21 - Jan 3 - Christ-
mas Vacation 

 Jan 4 - Classes Resume 

 Jan 12 - End of 2nd 
Quarter; 2 hr. early out 

 Jan 15 - No School: 
MLK Birthday 

 Jan 19 - Spirit Wear 
Day 

 Jan 25 & 26 - Poetry 
Days, K-5th 

 Feb 7 - Two Hour Late 
Start:  Teacher In-
Service 

 

Headmaster Notes - Looking to the New Year 
It was one of my first brisk Montana mornings. There wasn’t a cloud in the sky; not even a 
whisper of a breeze. The sun’s rays were just making their first appearance on the tips of 
the surrounding mountains. And there it was, the bright morning star, a promise of a new 
day. Maybe it was the unpolluted sky or the mile high elevation, but I had never seen a 
morning star shine so brightly in all my life.   
 
We serve the Morning Star, Jesus Christ, whose presence is the anticipation and whose 
resurrection is the guarantee of a new day. With the indwelling of the Holy Spirit each day 
is a new day in which we are being formed more and more into His image. This is     
guaranteed by His resurrection. But it only gets better, for one day He will return to be 
personally present in our world. When that day dawns, it will truly be a new day . . . a new 
era guaranteed by our Morning Star’s victory over death.  
 
We are on the dawn of 2018, and re-enrollment is just around the corner . . . a new year 
where we can anticipate our Morning Star to make each day a new day.  
 
Traditionally as we anticipate a new year, we like to let you know what you can anticipate 
regarding tuition and re-enrollment.  
 
Tuition Increase 
The tuition increase for 2018-2019 will reflect an inflationary increase. All other fees will 
remain the same (see the Tuition and Fee Schedule in this newsletter). 
 
Online enrollment 
No more filling out a paper re-enrollment form. You will be able to complete your forms 
online with pre-populated demographic information. Our aim is to make your re-
enrollment experience easier and quicker while decreasing input errors.  
 
Enrollment timeline 
No changes here. Re-enrollment begins January 15th. On that date, you will receive an 
email with a link to your personal enrollment form. 
 
But what else can you anticipate in 2018? Heroes roaming the halls in our Lower School 
for Literature Month, Upper School House competitions like the Great Pancake Race and 
costume contest, Open House and Academic Night, the Second Annual Quad-Cities   
Educational Experience, Spring Concert, and Commencement. These events and so much 
more are in the works in 2018. 
 
So as the dawn of 2018 is upon us, let’s keep looking to the anticipation and guarantee of a 
new day, the Morning Star. 
 
Blessings on your New Year,  
Rob Spykstra, Headmaster 
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 Morning Star Academy 

 Tuition and Fee Schedule 

  2018-2019 School Year 

 Grades Registration Building Fee Tuition 

Preschool - 3 *$75 $50 $1,420 

Preschool - 4 *$75 $70 $1,930 

Kindergarten *$250/family $125 $3,560 

1st to 8th *$250/family $250 $6,420 

9th to 12th *$250/family $250 $6,830 

Online Enrollment 

Registration payment is required at the time of registration for the 2018-2019 school year in order to reserve a spot for your child in 
their class. 

(*) If registration is completed after March 31, 2018, the registration fee will be $175 for Preschool, and $350 per family for  

K-12th. 

 

Building Fee 
The Building Fee is not subject to any discounts (multi-student, pastoral) and is due June 15, 2018 for all payment plans except for the 
12 Month payment plan. See payment plan options below for details. 

 

Tuition 

For the 2018-2019 school year, we will continue to partner with FACTS Tuition Management Company to process the tuition  
payments for our monthly tuition plans. They offer an invoice service (remit by mail or online), or automatic  payments (credit card or 
bank account draw).  You have the following options for paying your tuition and fees for  2018-2019: 

Plan Tuition Due Dates Building Fee Due Dates Paid to 

Annual Plan Full amount due June 15, 2018 Due June 15, 2018 MSA 

Semester Plan 
50% due June 15, 2018 

50% due January 15, 2019 
Due June 15, 2018 MSA 

12 Month Plan 
12 monthly payments beginning  June  

2018 

Rolled into monthly payments beginning  June 
2018 

FACTS (*) 

10 Month Plan 
10 monthly payments beginning Au-

gust  2018 
Due June 15, 2018 FACTS (*) 

(*)  There is an annual FACTS enrollment fee of $45 per family, per year, for those families who select a monthly payment plan.   

(**) Monthly plans must be finalized online 30 days in advance of first payment for invoice plans and 20 days in advance for automatic 
payment plans.   
 

Tuition Discount Information 

There is an $850 discount on tuition for the second child in grades 1-12. 

There is a $2,500 discount on tuition for the third and all subsequent children in grades 1-12. 

Full-time pastors receive an additional 25% discount on tuition for children in grades 1-12. 

Pre-3, Pre-4 and K students do not qualify for any tuition discounts. 

 

Please note, all families who wish to receive their multi-student discount must submit a FACTS application by 
April 15th. 
*Additional Financial Aid is available based on family need.  Please apply through FACTS. 

 

Extra Curricular 

Athletic, Band, and Ensemble fees are payable to MSA and due at the beginning of the athletic, band or ensemble seasons. Athletic fees 
are $100/sport (1-8) and $150/sport (9-12).  Band fees are $264/semester (1-12).  There is for band a $20 discount for the second child 
and $40 discount for the third child. Ensemble fees are $150/semester (7-12). 
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Senior Class Sponsored Events 
BABYSITTING 

Mark your calendars for Senior babysitting nights.  Spend the night out with friends.  We will 
have a fun evening planned with a movie, craft, games, and a light snack. 
 

 
Saturday, January 20th, from 5-9pm 
Friday, February 9th, from 5-9pm 
Friday, March 16th, from 5-9pm 
 

PIZZA FUNDRAISER 

The Senior class will be making and selling Happy Joe's Pizzas!  They will be for sale 
January 4 - January 17.  You can complete the order forms that come home with 
your child and return them, with payment, to the office or you can drop them off at 
the table outside the office.  The seniors will be available from 8:00 - 8:15am to take 
your orders.  Orders with payment are DUE NO LATER than Wednesday, January 
17!  The orders will be ready to pick up on Wednesday, January 24, and can be 
picked up after school.  

  

Medium cheese, sausage, or pepperoni pizzas will be available for $12.00 each.  NEW - small gluten free cheese, 
sausage, or pepperoni will be available for $12.00.  Please make checks payable to MSA.   

 

PTP News and Upcoming Events 

The PTP wishes you a very Merry Christmas and a happy 2018! 
 

The theme for January’s staff appreciation is fresh beginnings, “You crown the year with your bounty, and your 

carts overflow with abundance” Psalm 65:11. We will be thanking our staff the week of January 22nd. 

January is a relatively quiet month for the PTP, but come February there will be plenty of opportunities for you to 
help! February we will be putting up the “Wishing Tree”.  If you would like to help with this please let Dawn 
Hughes know.  Also, please plan ahead to help us in preparing for academic night or gearing up for the Kids 
Against Hunger service project this spring. 

As always, if you have any questions or would like to help in any way, please let us know!   Contact Dawn 
Hughes at:  kndhughes@msn.com 

Literature Month 
January will be Literature Month for our grammar school students, and Heroes is our theme. An information pack-
et regarding all the details along with a reading log will be sent home with each student when we return from 
Christmas vacation. 
 
Please note:  Poetry Days are the grand finale to Literature Month.  All poems will be sent home with the students 
before Christmas break.  Students are expected to memorize these at home and practice speaking clearly and with 
good expression.  Poetry Days will be January 25th at 8:30am for grades K-am, 2nd, and 4th, and January 26th at 
2:00pm for grades K-pm, 1st, 3rd, and 5th. Parents are encouraged to attend! 

mailto:kndhughes@msn.com
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Morning Star Academy Faculty Published 
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Vanessa Leavitt’s -- our new band director -- Master’s thesis has been published in the Journal of Applied and Educa-
tional Research. The title of her article is “Effects on Practice Frequency and Efficiency of Teaching Practice Strate-
gies to Band Students”. The following is the formal abstract -- a summary of the article -- from the published article. 
 
“Achieving a high degree of mastery and success on an instrument is often a goal of band students, as well as that of their parents, band 
directors, and lesson teachers. The ability to practice consistently and to make lasting improvements during practice sessions is essential to 
this mastery. Teaching practice strategies is important for stimulating desire to practice and ensuring productive individual practice. This 
study explored the correlation between providing band students in grades 6-8 instruction on how and why to practice, and the frequency 
and efficiency of their individual practice time. During the instructional phrase of this study, students learned and applied various practice 
strategies. Report of practice time, knowledge of study data was analyzed, and results supported the hypothesis that an increase in practice 
frequency occurs following instruction on practice strategies. The data was less conclusive concerning the influence of teaching practice strate-
gies on practice efficiency.”    
 
Next time you see Vanessa congratulate her on this accomplishment. 

Second quarter ends January 12.  Look for report cards to come home by Friday, January 19. 


